What is ePublishing and
How Can It Help Sell My Writing?

By
Candace Sinclair

EPublishing is the process of converting your word-processed
document into a file that anyone can purchase and download to a
computer and read your information offline.

You can convert your documents into an Adobe .PDF format which
allows both PC and MAC users to read your file. Or, you can purchase
an eBook compiler program that will convert your document into an
.EXE file that opens up in a stand-alone program that PC users can
read on their computer.

ePublishing is a venue that can bring many rewards to your
professional writing business and career. When you offer an eBook to
your customers, you become an expert (not to mention that you earn
money for selling your knowledge).

You should publish an eBook when you have worked hard to focus on
one specific area that will enhance your customer's or client's life. The
best way to find the topic you want to write about, is to make a list of
ten things that your client's have asked you during the past six
months. What are their concerns? Did you hear a question repeated
more than once? That's a good indicator that more information is
needed in your market area.

Once you've chosen your topic, take three questions and answer them.
You must have a value-add to this product, which means it must
address a specific need that only YOU can answer in your "writing
voice."

You create material for your eBook by feeling passionate about the
topic, and knowing in your heart that people want to hear what you
have to say about that topic. When you recognize your own passion,
it's extremely easy to sit at your keyboard and employ "stream of
consciousness" or "automatic writing techniques." What do I mean by
this? Look at the question. Create three power words that answer the
question, and then write about this topic as fast as you can for five
minutes. The end result will amaze you.



Another method is to close your eyes for a minute before writing, and

try to visualize yourself talking face-to-face with a client who is hurting
and needs your help. "Hurting" can mean anything you want it to, but

basically, he or she needs help, and you're going to give it to them.

The number of pages in your eBook will be decided by how much you
want to tell. You can write a simple 3-page report and sell it for $6.95;
a 16-page report for $9.95 if you're providing valuable information; a
40-page report for $14.97; a 75-100 page report for $39.95, or a 200-
page report for $97.00.

The Internet makes it possible for your customer to get instant
gratification and answers when you make it easy for them to download
your eBook.

Of the six eBook compilers I've purchased, the one I'd recommend
most is Active eBook Compiler. Sunhil Tanna, the developer, provides
excellent support, and he even makes it possible for you to sell your
eBook on his site. Don't miss what he says to say. You can even try his
software for free before purchasing. Click this link for more
information: http://hop.clickbank.net/?ebooksbycs/wildcom?2

The best place to order customized graphic covers for your eBook is
through Mark at 3D covers. Here's his Web link:
http://www.3dcovers.com

For secure credit card merchants, you really should check out these
two companies. They are honest and I have been paid from them.
(This might sound bizarre, but there are some merchants who collect
money from your customers and never pay you.) Stay with the trusted
ones, which these two both are:

ClickBank: http://zzz.clickbank.net/r/?ebooksbycs

2Checkout.com: http://www.2checkout.com/cgi-bin/aff.2c?affid=14672

PayPal is ok too, but I like the services and fees that the other two
charge.

For more detailed information about ePublishing, be sure to download
my eBook: 101 Tips for Writing, Publishing and Marketing Your eBook.
You can download it from this link:
http://www.thewritersmentor.com/101 tips for writing.htm
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When you think about pricing your eBook, remember this rule: You
can always raise the price of your eBook and charge more money for
it, but you never want to start with a high price and then reduce its
cost. It will make your previous customers quite angry and you might
get people asking you for a refund check. I don't know about you, but
I don't want to do that.

If you do get into a jam and find out that your eBook isn't selling
because your public views it as too expensive, then just offer a
discount incentive, or sell it at a reduced price from now until January
5. Something like that always works.

How much money can you make selling an eBook? Look at it this way.
If you can write your eBook in two weeks, part-time, and then
forevermore get money automatically deposited into your checking
account, wouldn't it encourage you to write a few more eBooks? It's
really fun and fast writing. You're the expert. Make it happen. Very few
other things in life bring you this kind of payback repeatedly. It's worth
every page you type. Do it once. Put it out there. Keep selling it as
long as you want.

Getting your eBook compiled and into the Internet world is possible
through my company as well as many others. Just be careful of hidden
costs and the length of time they'll keep it active on their site. Also ask
if they continue to promote their authors and spend good dollars on
advertising. That's important.

Make sure you retain ALL rights to your eBook. It's yours. You wrote it.
You deserve to dictate its future. No matter how much someone
tempts you, don't sell out for a flat fee and give them ownership, no
matter what they promise you.

The best way to promote your eBook on your own Web site is to have
a separate domain name that is the same as the title of your book.
Then, create a one or two-page sales letter, and at the end (and
throughout the letter) tell them what they have to do to buy it now.

Also, if you list your eBook on several sites around the Internet, make
SURE that you put all these publishers' URLs on your site too. Maybe
your customer has done business with one of the publishers. They
might not buy from your site, but what do you care where they buy it?
You still get paid for it.



Sure signs of an eBook that will fail:

1. Write it.

2. Look for a market.

3. Pray

4. Get upset and give up.

Sure signs of an eBook that will succeed:

1. Identify your market.

2. Ask why and who needs this information

3, Write to satisfy readers and solve their problems

4. Market directly to your niche market and make money

Free PDF Converter sites:
https://createpdf.adobe.com
http://www.glassbook.com (distributes to Barnes and Noble)

Be sure to check out this publisher if you have some extra bucks to
spend: www.1stbooks.com

Oh, and make sure your manuscript has been professionally edited
before it's compiled.

Go to your local library and in their reference section, find the
Directory of Newsletters. Write the names and addresses of all those
that pertain to your eBooks topic. Ask the newsletter owners if you can
send them a copy of your eBook with a brief intro description.
Normally they'll run that as an ad and you'll make tons of money you
never dreamed possible.

Get endorsements for your eBook from experts and celebrities. Call
them and ask them to read you first 10 pages. Send along a
comments page, with what you would like them to say. Include a
signature block. You'll be surprised how many celebrities just sign the
paper and mail it back to you. It's that wonderful?

Make sure whoever you publish with assigns your eBook an ISBN
number so your eBook will be listed in the Books in Print directory.
(The biggest reference in the world.)

The Yahoo link for finding electronic book publishers:
http://dir.yahoo.com/Business and Economy/Shopping and Services
/Books/Booksellers/Electronic Books
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This site isn't maintained or updated anymore, but if you get out there
soon, they have a good deal of information and links you'll find very
helpful for marketing your book: http://www.EbookConnections.com

Well, that's all for today. If you get stuck, just call me or send me an
e-mail.

Aloha, and I hope to meet you in one of my classes. Better yet, send
me a copy of your manuscript. :-)

~Candace Sinclair

Writing Coach and Publisher since 1985

The Writer's Mentor - Where Writing Expresses Your Passion
http://www.thewritersmentor.com

(808) 324-0022
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